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Dear OSU Prospective Student,          

As you may already be aware, international students who wish to study in the U.S. must provide proof of financial support through personal funds, private sponsorship or governmental agency.  Depending on the type of visa granted to an international student (typically an F-1 or J-1 visa), a student may work part-time on the campus in which they are a student, and, if specifically authorized, off-campus during the latter stages of his or her degree program or after graduation.  These employment earnings, however, are insufficient to cover the overall costs of earning a degree.

Financial aid for international students at Oregon State University, like other public institutions, tends to be somewhat limited. There are, however, a number of options available, although most are competitive and merit-based.   

Entering Freshmen and Transfer Scholarships: OSU offers several tuition scholarships for undergraduate international students entering the University as freshmen or transfer students, for example, the International Provost Scholarship.  Recipients must meet the admission standards, demonstrating academic achievement.  A minimum of a 3.0/4.0 grade point average on high school or college (bachelor’s degree level) grades is required, as well as a TOEFL score of at least 550 (213 on the computer version).  The awards are for $2,000-$6,000 per year and are renewable subject to one’s academic record.  All applications for admission to OSU are automatically reviewed for eligibility. For more information, please visit   http://oregonstate.edu/admin/finaid/genScholarshipfreshman.htm
Graduate Teaching/ Research Assistantships:  The main source of support for graduate students is in the form of graduate teaching or research assistantships that are awarded by individual departments.  These awards generally consist of a stipend and a tuition waiver.  Interested students apply directly to the academic department for these funds.  Please view the section on Graduate Fellowships, Scholarships and Financial Aid on the OSU website http://catalog.oregonstate.edu/.  Additionally, graduate students interested in fellowships, scholarships and grant opportunities should visit http://oregonstate.edu/dept/grad_school/Graduate_Funding/fellowshiplinks.htm.

Oregon Laurels Supplemental Graduate Scholarship:  This competitive scholarship, when awarded, allows non-residents to pay resident tuition rates.  Candidates must be nominated by their departments and have proven themselves to be academically talented.  New or continuing graduate students in degree programs are considered. For more information, please visit http://oregonstate.edu/dept/grad_school/Graduate_Funding/oregonlaurels.htm.

OSU Foundation Scholarships: The OSU Foundation is a non-profit organization that manages a wide range of scholarships and fellowships that are available to domestic and international students at OSU.  Please visit their website, http://osufoundation.org/scholarships/index.html  and view “Find a Scholarships to Receive” then “International”, along with other sections for more information. 
International Cultural Service Program (ICSP) Scholarship: This unique program is open to both undergraduate and graduate students and offers a partial tuition waiver in exchange for being a ‘cultural ambassador’ to schools and other community organizations.  About 15 new students are selected to participate each year.  The ICSP application deadline is April 1 for each following academic year.  For more information and to download application materials, please visit the ICSP website at http://oregonstate.edu/international.
If you have not yet done so, consider visiting an U.S. Educational Advising Center in your home country.  These centers offer numerous books and files on sources of financial assistance for studying in the United States.  Please view the following website for a comprehensive list of U.S. educational advising centers around the world to find the one nearest to you: http://educationusa.state.gov/centers.htm.

You may also visit NAFSA’s website regarding funding for international students in the U.S.  http://www.nafsa.org/content/AboutInternationalEducation/ForStudents/ForeignStudentFunding.htm
Best wishes as you make plans to further your education. 
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